Palm Beach Gardens Community High School

~Extra Credit Opportunity~
Suggested Summer Reading List for Incoming 9th Graders

Red Kayak by Priscilla Dummings

Copper Sun by Sharon Draper

North of Beautiful by Justina Chen Headley

The Member of the Wedding by Carson McCullers

Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers

Staying Fat For Sarah Byrnes by Chris Crutcher

Swimming to Antarctica by Lynne Cox

Bottled Up by Jaye Murray

The Truth About Forever by Sarah Dessen

Jamaica Inn by Daphne Maurier

The Miles Between by Mary Pearson

Bruiser by Neal Shusterman

Heist Society by Ally Carter
** Follow-Up assignments Next Page for Extra Credit**
Follow-Up Assignment for Extra Credit

Upon finishing a book, you MUST complete one of the following assignments to be turned in to your English teacher on the first day of school.  Your English teacher will decide as to the amount of points you will receive based on the caliber of your work.  Make sure you write the title and author of your book on your paper.  Papers should be typed (12 point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced).  You must do ONE assignment per book that you read!  You may repeat the same assignment for different novels that you complete.
Assignments:

1. Write the story in a book from a different point of view. Take an entire story (or part of it) and write a version as someone else would tell it. (For example the third pig in The Three Little Pigs might say, "I told my brothers that straw and sticks just wouldn't do. Those are no protection from a hungry wolf. Now me, I'm using bricks!")

2. Put together a cast for the film version of a book. Imagine the director/producer wants a casting director to make recommendations. Decide who would be the actors and actresses. Include photos and descriptions of the stars and tell why each is "perfect" for the part. Write a report to convince the producer of the selections.

3. Write a letter to the author of a book. While authors may not have time to respond to each letter they receive (they might not get their next book done if they did), they do enjoy letters from their readers -- especially those that discuss the book on children’s own terms. Send letters in care of book publishers if you can't locate the author's address in WHO'S WHO, CURRENT BIOGRAPHY, or other reference sources.

4. Write a poem that the character would write. Knowing the character's personality, write a poem that expresses the way he/she feels about what's happening to him/her in the book.

5. Write newspaper/TV news stories about main events in the story. This activity may center on human interest stories or climactic events in the novel.

6. Compare/contrast a character from the book with a character from another book, the author, a contemporary figure (living), a historical figure, etc. (Make comparison with one of those figures.)

7. Write a test on the book.

8. Draw a series of several cartoon characters presenting situations and ideas from the book.

9. Create a mobile which illustrates the tone, mood, setting, characters, theme, or symbols in a book.

10. Design and make your own T-shirt of an illustration about a book. Create a design, using color-fast marking pens.

